
In a ground-breaking new report, B’Tselem, Israel’s leading human rights NGO, have endorsed what Palestinians have been
saying for years – Israel is an Apartheid state. In this report, B’Tselem have eschewed their normal practice of investigating
and recording individual human rights violations committed by the Israeli state in Palestine, and chosen instead to consider the
sum of all these violations in their totality. Their conclusion is devastating: Israel is “a regime of Jewish supremacy” enforced
through the “organizing principle [of] Apartheid”. You can read the full report on B’Tselem’s website: http://bit.ly/btsar21

One Reality Throughout the Land - Apartheid
B’Tselem adopted a new approach in coming to its damning judgement of Israel’s racism. Through Israel’s wilful actions - its
colonisation programme, the permanence of its military occupation, and a spate of recent laws and pronouncements, Israeli
leaders have made it flagrantly obvious they respect neither the internationally endorsed ‘Green Line’ border nor any other
limit on the advancement of Israeli sovereignty over Palestinian land. Consequently, the B’Tselem report no longer considers it
sufficient to just evaluate Israeli practices as they relate to the Occupied Palestinian Territories; a distinction it posits has been
rendered moot by Israel’s actions and that serves only to obfuscate the reality of Israel’s Apartheid system. Rather B’Tselem’s
report seeks to analyse in a meaningful way Israeli governance throughout the entire land under its control, and from that
draw a conclusion on its intent and purpose. 
The B’Tselem report notes that military occupation is meant to be a temporary situation; as Israel’s occupation of Palesitne
now approaches it 54th year, this can no longer be considered the case. Added to this, military occupation is meant to respect
the demographic and political status of territories under occupation, yet by settling over 600,000 of its own citizens in exclusive
Jewish-only colonies, in contravention of international law, Israel has deliberately, wilfully and flagrantly violated the distinction
between where the State of Israel ends and Palestine begins. And finally, the distinction has been further blurred by Israel’s
annexation of East Jerusalem, its stated intention to annex further portions of the Palestinian Territories, and by its adoption of
racist laws such as controversial “Nation State of the Jewish People” law which was passed in 2018. 
Drawing these threads together B’Tselem concludes that what happens in the Occupied Palestinian Territories can no longer be
treated as separate from the reality in the entire area under Israel’s control. It declares: “The terms we have used in recent
years to describe the situation - such as ‘prolonged occupation’ or a ‘one-state reality’ - are no longer adequate. To continue
effectively fighting human rights violations, it is essential to examine and define the regime that governs the entire area.”

Racial Domination – the sinews of Apartheid
B’Selem’s report spares no Israeli blushes: “Between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River, the Israeli regime
implements laws, practices and state violence designed to cement the supremacy of one group – Jews – over another –
Palestinians.”
It then outlines the policies and practices that are key to engineering this domination. In particular, B’Tselem stresses the
differing legal regimes that Israel operates between Israelis and Palestinian, and between Palestinians based on their
geographical location. Characterising this phenomenon as ‘divide, separate and rule’, B’Tselem draws attention to the often
missed reality that Palestinians are allocated different rights and legal status dependent entirely upon the territory they
happen to reside in - Israel, Gaza, East Jerusalem, or Area A, B or C of the West Bank.  
B’Tselem notes that no such circumscription of rights and status is ever applied to Israeli Jews - wherever they happen to reside
they are always accorded the full status, rights and privileges of Jewish Israeli citizens. Indeed, this last point is crucial in
B’Tselem arriving at its judgement that Israel is guilty of Apartheid. Even, it reflects, Palestinians holding the most favourable
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legal status (Palestinian citizens of Israel) are treated as second class subjects. 
“All Palestinians living under Israeli rule are treated as inferior in rights and status to Jews who live in the very same area,”
B’Tselem concludes. The very definition of a regime of ethnic supremacy.

Apartheid in Practice
The B’Tselem report outlines four key area in which the operation of Apartheid is applied throughout the whole geographic
area under Israel’s control. In addition to the varying and always inferior legal status accorded to Palestinians, B’Tselem
illustrates the practice of Apartheid through providing a summary of Israeli governance with regard to the application of law
and Israeli practices across four areas:

• Immigration and residency 
• Land ownership, planning and development
• Restrictions on movement
• The right to political participation

In each instance Israel exercises control without responsibility over its subject Palestinian population (something again seen in
the racist distribution of its COVID19 vaccination programme). The outcome is a systematic and ‘legal’ discrimination in favour
of Jewish Israelis as a ruling principle. 
Concluding its section on the denial of Palestinian political participation, B’Tselem notes that “the variation in laws, procedures
and rights among the geographical units and the draconian movement restrictions have separated the Palestinians into distinct
groups. This fragmentation not only helps Israel promote Jewish supremacy. But also thwarts criticism and resistance.” 
In other words, Israel has drawn a mesh so tight around Palestinians that they are unable to free themselves without outside
help. 

No to Apartheid: This is our struggle
Writing in the 1970s, the great black political activist James Baldwin wrote, “Not everything that is faced can be changed, but
nothing can be changed until it is faced.” 
That is the importance of B’Tselem’s report, it recognises the racist reality of the lives Israel has constructed for its Palestinian
subjects.
And this reality is not some accident, it has been almost fifty years in the making. Speaking in 1973, Ariel Sharon said of the
Palestinians’ future: “We’ll make a pastrami sandwich of them. We’ll insert a strip of Jewish settlement in between
Palestinians, and then another strip of Jewish settlement, right across the West Bank, so that in 25 years time, neither the
United Nations, nor the United States, nobody will be able to tear it apart.” The B’Tselem report makes clear that today, almost
fifty years later, Sharon’s racist vision has become a reality. Planned, systematic, cohesive Apartheid.
As the B’Tselem report concludes: “Apartheid is the organising principle. Yet recognising this does not mean giving up. On the
contrary, it is a call for change... There are various political paths to a just future here, between the Jordan River and the
Mediterranean Sea, but all of us must first choose to say no to Apartheid.”

Apartheid must entail action
Apartheid is a Crime Against Humanity under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Therefore there must be
consequences from third states to end this state of illegality. Below are some examples of actions that the Irish government
could take to help remedy the situation. This is not an exhaustive list - and at the very least politicians can cease speaking
solely in terms of “occupation” and “settlements”, and instead move to a discourse that foregrounds Israel’s Apartheid regime:

• Pass the Occupied Territories Bill into law
• Publicly recognise that a situation of Apartheid exists in the Palestine-Israel region, and that the West Bank has been de
facto annexed by Israel
• End the bilateral arms/security trade with Israel
• Ensure the Government uses its seat on the UN Security Council to ensure accountability for Israeli violations of
international law
• Support the annual updating of the UN Database of companies operating in illegal Israeli settlements, and ensure no
public entities in Ireland are involved with companies listed in this Database
• Continue to support the International Criminal Court investigation into the Situation in Palestine and ensure it continues
unimpeded by outside interference


