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1. Introduction

In a statement at a conference in IsraelMay 2015 the new Israeli Minister for
Defence promised to kill even more civilians, including deliberately targeting
children, in future attacks on both Gaza and Lebanon, and appearsdgigest that
Israel could launch a nuclear strike on Ir@his is just one of many such frightening
and disturbing sentiments expressed by membersBehjamin NetanyahQ aew
Israeli government thatvas sworn in on Tuesday"18ay 2015

In this briefingdocumentcompiledby the IrelandPalestine Solidarity Campaigme

look at some of those whoow make up what has beewidely characterised atthe
most extremist government in Israel's histo® We argue that this is ot a
government that is in any way interested in a negotiated solution with Palestinians.
Indeed it is not a government which even views Palestinians as equal human beings.
Their statements make clear that what they inteisch continuation of the policyfo
annexation, occupation and brutal military control. Such policiesl@ught misery

to millions of Palestinians and instability to the region. We examine what Israeli
impunity means for Palestinians by summarisangecent reportby Israeli military
participantson the conduct of the Israeli militarguring its massive assault @aza

last year Findly, the documentexplores how all of this relates to Ireland and the
global movement for justice for Palestinend makes concrete recommendations for
the Irish government to take to help bring about a just peace in the Paletdnael
region

2. A political and military leadership of extremists

“[Israel |s] gmng to |Illl‘t l.ebanese

went through a vely Inng deep dlscussmn i
. We dnl |t then, we did |t in [the] G v

~@v

2.1. Minster for Defence: Moshe Ya'alon

Speaking at a conference organised by th@el Law CentreShurat HaDn) earlier
this month the new Israeldefence minister and former Chief of Staff of the Israeli
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military Moshe Ya'alosaid that in future attacké & NI St A& a3I2Ay3I (G2 K
OAGAt Al Yya G2 AyOfdRS {ARa 2F GKS TFlLYAfeo 2.
we did it then, we did it in [the] Gaza Strip, we are going to do it in any round of
hostilities in the future.”
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L Qlf 2y KI & statedits viedNIX @hhe Badestidian threat harbours
cancerlike attributesthat have to be severed and fought to the bitter end.”

lh’e m m‘i' n eiic | I ewnrs

2.2. Fomer Israeli Military Chief of General Staff: Benny Gantz

Also speaking at th8hurat HaDirtonference was Benny Ganthe former head of

the Israeli occupation forces during both the 2012 'Pillar of Cloud' and 2014
'Protective Edge' assaults on Gaza, Wwhicintly killed over 2,350 Palestinians.
Although acknowledging thaPalestinian and Lebanesavilians have paid a high
price during attacks on Gaza and Lebanon, Gprimised that"the next round of
violence will be worse and see this suffering increase, because while Israel has to
constantly face moral dilemmas, it also hasdefend itself". Gantz had previously
stated that Israel intendedo "take Lebanon and knock it back 70 or 80 years, in all
areas" in a future war.

Although not a member of the new government, Gantz is nevertheless bbyita
representative of the military leadership under Netanyahu. Indeed, Gantz's

successor Gadi Eizenkuoas previoushstated openlyin relation to anypopulation

centre TNR2Y GKAOK aKz2da FINBE TFTANBR Ay (GKS RAI
disproportionate power against it and cause immense damage and destruction.

From our perspective, these cities are military basésATa A ay Qd | &ddza3Sai



http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa-winstanley/israeli-defense-minister-promises-kill-more-civilians-and-threatens-nuke-iran
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2002/aug/27/israel
http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=25251
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/IDF-Chief-of-Staff-Lt-Gen-Gantz-Did-we-win-the-war-Yes-377986
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/analysis-idf-plans-to-use-disproportionate-force-in-next-war-1.254954
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seen theresult of this plaragain and again in Garathe six yearsince

Similarly another Israeli military official, Brig. General MomitX told Israeli army
radiothat in a future war on Lebanon, Israel will strike "an evershar blow [than it

did in 2006] ... It's hard to envision the homes in these villages, which are so close to
the borderline, remaining standing after the next war."

These are stunning examples of Israeli politicians and military commanogerdy

and brazaly declaring their intention to continue comntibtg war crimes against
Palestinian and Lebanese civilians. ™M@~ York Timesven recently acted as a
propaganda mouthpiece for similésraeli military threatsagainst Lebanese civilians.

It is worth noting that theShurat HaDinconference itself was organised on the
theme ofchanging the laws of wao make it easier for Israel and other such rogue
regimes to kill vast numbers of civiliawile avoiding even verbal scoldingrn the
international community. Ironically, the conference was held in shene week that
Breaking The Silence, an organisation of former Israeli soldiers, released testimonies
that exposed the illegal, indiscriminagsnd murderous nature of the assault on Gaza
last year.

More about this report will follown a sectionbelow, but for nowwe shall continue
to investigate futher proof of the extremishature of the latest Israeli government
that can be gleaned by loalg atseveralother high profile appointments in the new

Netanyahu administration.

“There will never be a peace plan
i with the Palestinians ... | will do
everything in my power to make
sure they never get a state.”

2.3. Minster for Education: Naftali Bennett

Firstly, Naftali Bennett, leader of Jewish Hori¢aBayit HaYehuylithe second
largest party in Netanyahu's coalition, has takep the post of Education Minister

¢ K


https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/blogs/politics/18632-israeli-military-uses-the-new-york-times-to-confirm-plans-for-future-war-crimes
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/blogs/politics/18632-israeli-military-uses-the-new-york-times-to-confirm-plans-for-future-war-crimes
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/blogs/politics/18632-israeli-military-uses-the-new-york-times-to-confirm-plans-for-future-war-crimes
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/articles/debate/18415-when-law-is-the-target-israels-campaign-will-whitewash-war-crimes-everywhere
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where aside from sitting in the cabinet he will also be responsible for overseeing the
education of Israeli youth an area in whiclacademicinvestigations havelready
uncoveredan abundance ofacism and antPalestinian bias.

According to the Guardian,Bennett heads an "extreme rightwing tianalist and
pro-settler” party. The Jewish Daily Forwaias called hinthe "dangeros man who
dreams of leading Israel" while the New Yorlgays he is'the face of the next
generation of religious nationalism” in Israel. Whether in media interviews or
political discussions, he has not been shy about publicly expressing his disturbing
extremistviews. Below are some of the statements he has made in the past few
years:

GLFT &2dz OF GOK (SNNZRNMRa&I a EKile®l@sdaf Mabsd S G2 a
inmylifegl YR GKSNBQ& y2 LINRPOEtSY gAGK OGKIGo¢

"There isnot going to bea Palestinian state ... It's just not going to happen. A
Palestinian state would be a disaster for the next 200 years."

"My positions are very clear: | neveide the factthat | categorically oppose
a Palestinian state.”

"I will do everythingn my power forever, to fight against a Palestinian state
being founded'

b¢KSNBE INB OSNIFAYy (dKAy3Ia GKFEG Yzad 27
{2LINI y2aQ INB y20G 02 YXsghdthaewlidevedb2 NJ | y 2 i K
a peace planvith the Palestinians ... | will do everything in my power to make

sure they never get a state.

"Building [illegal settlements in the Wesaik]is our answeto murder."

"I don't accept it's illegal under international lawytd agree the worldvould

not recognise [Israeli annexation of Area 60% of the West Bank's land].
The world hasn't recognised Jerusalem as capital, or the Western Wall as
part of Israel, so this would just be another area that the world doesn't
recognise."

"We will never agree to give upkerusalem, a united city under Israel
sovereignty, and only Israeli. We will not accept a terrorist Palestinian state,
we will not accept an agreement based on {i867] lines"

G¢KS Y2ad AYLR2NIUIYyG O Kobig Build huildilégd [ I YR 2
asStiatSyYySyida 2y tltSadAaAyAly fFyRed LOQA
presence everywhere. Our principal problem is still 16r&& f S RSNAQ
unwillingness to say in a simple manner that the Land of Israel belongs to the

t S2LX S 2F LAaANF St o¢
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countries where they currently reside and will not be allowed to move west
2F GKS W2NRIY wWAGSNWE



http://electronicintifada.net/content/book-review-how-israeli-school-textbooks-teach-kids-hate/11571
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http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jan/07/naftali-bennett-interview-jewish-home
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/12/27/former-netanyahu-aide-shaking-up-israeli-election-with-rightist-challenge-to/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/01/21/the-party-faithful
http://forward.com/opinion/197117/the-dangerous-man-who-dreams-of-leading-israel/
http://forward.com/opinion/197117/the-dangerous-man-who-dreams-of-leading-israel/
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http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jan/07/naftali-bennett-interview-jewish-home
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/176036#.VVC2JfDpfIU
http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=7oJILSPwFfJSG&b=8479733&ct=13179455
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/look-fresh-plan-apartheid-naftali-bennett-israels-rising-political-star

2.4. Minister for Justice: Ayelet Shaked

Secondlyadvocate of genocideAyelet Skaked has been elevated to the position of
Minister for Justice. Ms. Shaked, another Jewish Home party luminary, earned
notoriety last summer wheshe approvingly posted an article on Facebtia said

"This is a war between two people. Who is the enemy? The Palestinian
LIS2LX S odod 2K iQa a2 K2NNARAFeAy3d | o2 dz
Palestinian peoplesithe enemy? ... in wars the enemy is usually an entire

people, including its elderly and its women, its cities and its villages, its

property and its infrastructure ... the morality of war knows that it is not

possible to refrain from hurting enemy ciaitis".

The postalsocalled for the killing of Palestinian civilians wiholaimsare all "enemy
combatants”, and singled out mothers for murder to prevener from having
children, which itlabek "little snakes" Further, the post advocatethe wholesa
destruction of religiousndeducational infrastructurealong withpeople's homes.

"Behind every terrorist stand dozens of men and women, without whom he
could not engage in terrorism. Actors in the war are those who incite in
mosques, who write the muaerous curricula for schools, who give shelter,
who provide vehicles, and all those who honor and give them their moral
support. They are all enemy combatants, and their blood shall be on all their
heads. Now this also includes the mothers of the martyisp send them to

hell with flowers and kisses. They should follow their sons, nothing would be
more just. They should go, as should the physical homes in which they raised
the snakes. Otherwise, more little snakes will be raised there."

Finallythat post asserts thatthe family homes of Palestinian suicide bombers or
fighters killed by Israeli occupation forces


http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/israeli-lawmakers-call-genocide-palestinians-gets-thousands-facebook-likes

;
"should be bombed from the air, with intention to destroy and to kill. And it

should be announced that we will do this from now on to every home of
every martyr... Every suicide attacker should know that he takes with him
also his parents and his house and some of the neighbors."

Quch statementsit hardly needs to be addedheet thelegal definiion of a call for
genocide

Furthermore, in a 2012 interview on Israeli TV, Shaked was asked the question

b2 KSy @2dzNJ KdzaollyR (KS LIAf2G3x 6KSy KSQa ¢
L2 dzy RAy3 GKS | NI oa fespohied ByAldudghingd® séapng K< { KS
G, Saoé

This is Israel's new Minister for Justice, and lest anyone think she is a 'loose cannon'
in the party,her bossBennett gave her the ultimate seal of approval thienth
when he stated that "we are all Ayelet Shakddtdeed.

2.5. Deputy Minister for Defence: Eli BeDahan

Thirdly, Rabbi Eli Bebahan, also from the Jewish Home party, has been appointed
deputy defence minister and head of the-salled 'Civil Admistration’, which in
reality is the Israeli military government of theccupied Palestiniarierritories,
responsible for controlling the lives and movement of millions of Palestinians,
overseeing illegal settlement construction and the theft of the lanthefindigenous
people.

BenDahan ison record as sayinghat "[Palestinians] are beasts, they are not
KdzYlFyZbh | yR KL &much higwSssul thah & derdtilz, even iihe is a
K2 Y2 &S E dziwe seé thathi omn granted control over the lives of millions of
Palestinians views them as subhuman.



http://www.hrweb.org/legal/genocide.html
http://www.hrweb.org/legal/genocide.html
http://www.haaretz.com/news/israel/.premium-1.655941
http://972mag.com/next-head-of-civil-administration-said-palestinians-are-sub-human/106533/
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BenDahan himself is a colonial settler living in the illegal Israeli settlemkehtao

Homa between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, and his belief in a 'Greater Israel' built on

all of historic Palestine is disturbingly coupled with his view that he sees his role as

"making sure thestate remains Jewisfand] things that contradict [Jewish] values,

Odzf GdzNB 2NJ GNIRAGAZ2Y gAfft y24G 3ISG €S3art al

r My position is that between the
sea and the Jordan River, there
needs to be one staﬂ'nl‘ |
state of Israel. There i

2.6. Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs: Tzipi Hotovely

Tzipi Hotovely, a prgettlement, antiPalestinian rightwing religiousmember of
Netanyahu's Likud party, has been appointed deputy foreign affairs minister. She will
be responsible for the dap-day running of the Ministry the nominal head of
which is Prime Minister Netanyahu himselés well as being its public face time
world.

Hotovely is another opponent of Palestinian statehood, who has made no secret of

her antagonism towards .itWhen asked whether the government will agree to

returning lands to the Palestinianshe respondedl will quote the prime minister on

this issue- there is no such scenarfoDuring her inaugural address to Israeli

diplomats in May, in @peech reported byThe Guardiatr & o6 SAy 3 afl OSR X
OAOEAOFE O2YYSY(dlINASE Ay HKAOK D2R LINRBYAA
Hotovelyda G F G SR ol f Rf @ GKI 0 AG0 RANBEKEY R yRa (i KdzNE &
Ministry will try to rally global recognition fothe illegalsettlements Elsewhere lse

has furtherstatedthat the occupied territoriesare our lands as the Jewish people,

these lands are our heritage lands, which is why | don't see us as occupiers."

In a radio interviewshe statedthat her view was thatlsrael should annex the
occupied West Bank, dividing it from Gaza to maintain an artificial Jewish majority in
the region:


http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.566109
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657913,00.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/22/israels-new-deputy-foreign-minister-this-land-is-ours-all-of-it-is-ours
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657913,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657913,00.html
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"My position is that between the sea and the Jordan River, there needs to be
one state only- the state of Israel, which has an Arabnority. There is no
place for an agreement of any kind that discusses the concession of Israeli
sovereignty over lands conquered [in 1967]

She is a strong believar the useof extrajudicial assassination of Palestinian political
leaders, saying that "Israel must declare a war of annihilation of Hamas ... and return
to the assassination policy." Such extrajudicial assassinatiwasillegal under
international law.

Echoing previous Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir's infamous racist statement that
"there is no such thing abke Palesinian people,” Hotovelyoo believes

"there is really no reality in which people grew up as part of a Palestinian
people in a Palestinian state, because there was riesfiaian state and no
Palestinian people recogsad in the world."

Furthermore, she ign opponent of mixed marriages between Arabs and Jeaws
Israel stating that "it is importat to me to check systems to prevent mixed
marriages.

“We won't divide Jerusalem, we _
won't make concessions, we won't
Withdraw from land.” A

N

Istaeli Prime Mini ign Affairs

2.7. Prime Minister and Minister ér Foreign Affairs: Benjamin
Netanyahu

Of course, at the helm of this governmeaf extremistsis Benjamin Netanyahu

himself, who will also double up as Ministlar Foreign Affairs for the immediate

future. It will be recalled that in the run up to the Israeli election daarch 2015
Netanyahu declared that there would be Paletinian stateafter he was elected,

and while people were going to the polls lenentedthat the 1.2 million Palestinia

OAGAT Sya 2F LaN}St GKIFIG FITNB StA3aroftsS G2



http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/israelis-demand-blood-after-youths-bodies-found
http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/Reports/English/pdf_killing/killing%20report9.pdf
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657913,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657913,00.html
http://www.haaretz.com/news/israel-election-2015/1.647212
http://america.aljazeera.com/blogs/scrutineer/2015/3/17/what-arab-vote-reveals-about-Israeli-democracy.html

10
aalridArzyaoégd | 26SOSNE GKAAa o1& TN FNRBRY GKS
even if those other times were not picked up on in Western media, thus allowing the

image of Netanyahu as a ‘'twstate moderate' to be widely propagated

uncountered by reality.

Here are some examples of Netanyahu's views regarding Palestinian statehood and
sovereignty:

"The [US] asked meefore the electionif I'd honaulNJ @G KS haft2 1 002 NJ
aFAR L g2dz RY odzi X LUY 3JF2Ay3 (G2 AYyidSN
would allow me to put an end to this galloping fomdato the '67 borders.

How did we do it? Nobody said what defined military zones were. Defined

military zones are security zones; as far as I'm concernedeniies Jordan

Valleyis a defined military zone."

"Demilitarization. Any area in Palestinian hartthso be demilitarg[ed].”

"Israel without Jerusalem is like a body without a heart. Our heartneiler

be dividedagain ... | know there are people who say that there will be peace
if we only divide Jerusalent.don't believe this. We will continue to build
[illegal settlements in occupied East] Jerusalem.”

"We are keeping Jerusalem, all parts of Jerus@lemdzy RSNJ LAN) St A &a20
We won't divide Jerusalem, we won't make concessionsywg't withdraw
from land."

Finally, it is illuminating to note that the persoNetanyahu hastasked with

overseeing any future peace talks will be newly appoirtedrior Minister Silvan

Shalom, yet another avowed opponent of the twatate solution, who in the past

statedthatd ¢S ' NBE €t | 3FAYyaAd NljdaSEREOIR2YAYDRYzOE @& IG

British Journalist Ben Whitgas compileda short list of statements made by many of
the Israeli extrerd & Ay DbSilyeéel KdzQa yS¢ OFoAySaz &
Appendix.

Theabovestatements are not isolated slips of the tongue by unimportant members
of the ruling parties. Taken together they reveal a coherent ideological commitment
by the main members ofhe Israeli government to ongoing settlement expansion
and repression of Palestinian rights. Underpinning this commitment is a deep sense
of contempt ¢ contempt for international lawand contempt forthe international
O2YYdzy A (i & QanedgothionsulionTeadin to a genuine, just peadsut

more than that¢ contempt expressed across the board for Palestinian rights and
Palestinian lives.

The following section examines how the new lIsraeli government is equally
committed to settlement expansion amracism against nedews in Israel.


http://voices.washingtonpost.com/checkpoint-washington/2010/07/netanyahu_america_is_a_thing_y.html
http://www.ipsc.ie/wp-admin/www.haaretz.com/news/full-text-of-netanyahu-s-foreign-policy-speech-at-bar-ilan-1.277922
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/netanyahu-israel-will-continue-to-build-jerusalem-and-keep-it-united-1.431563
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/netanyahu-israel-will-continue-to-build-jerusalem-and-keep-it-united-1.431563
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4637305,00.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/18/silvan-shalom-israel-palestine_n_7309072.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/blogs/politics/18728-israel-confirms-its-new-ministers--where-are-the-sanctions

3. Proving a point entrenching settlements...

Perhaps to prove a point thahe new governmentan and will do as it likes, the
agreement between Netanyahu's Likud and Bennett's Jewish Honrepasged in
the Jerusalem Poswill see the retroactive legalisation under Israeli law otatied
'settlement outposts'.

These outposts are ostensibly officially unauthorised settlements (which
nevertheless mostly receive state services including electricity, water, military
protection ard transport links) built after OsJ@and currently there are around 1@0

them with variously sized populationsUnder Israeli law, these structures are
technically illegat though very few have evdbeendemolished However, the link to

the state was made clear in 1994 by Adi Minz, former Chairman of the Yesha Council
(the largest illegal settler organisatiomjvho said thatthe building of these
outposts'is a carefully planned seizure of strategic points, the outposts Haeen
coordinated with the prime minister."

Nevertheless, that the new government is going to legalise and officially normalise
these outposts speaks volumes about how it will act in regard to the settlement
enterprise which has seeaver 500,000 settlersmove illegally into theoccupied
Palestinian territoriessince 1967 It stands in stark contrast to how Palestinian
homes are treated by the 'Civil Administration'. As the joint Palestifseael
organisation the Alternative Information Centeotes

"Israeli policy toward Palestiniaowned homes built without permits is the
exact opposite. Hundreds of Palestiniawned homes and structures ihe
West Bank's Area C, under full Israeli military and civil control, are
demolished yearly due to the lack of IsrasBued building permits. While
Israel's restrictive planning system makes it almost impossible for
Palestinians to obtain permits, the ew government is planning to


http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Politics-And-Diplomacy/Netanyahus-new-government-to-tackle-authorizing-illegal-settler-construction-402590
http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Politics-And-Diplomacy/Netanyahus-new-government-to-tackle-authorizing-illegal-settler-construction-402590
http://972mag.com/the-lie-israel-sold-the-world-settlement-outposts/105185/
http://www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/news/747-govt-to-legalise-settlement-outposts
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retroactively approve settlement building that violated even Israeli law, in
addition to international law.In 2013, 565 Palestiniamwned structures in
Area C, including 208 residential structures, were demolished due toofack
Israeltissued permits, displacing 805 people, almost half of them children.”

Further, it should be remembered that unlike Israeli law, International Law and the
Geneva Conventions are clear in stipulating thihtsraeli settlements bilsince the
1967 occupation are illegal, whether in East Jerusalem, the West Bank,dséze
Syrian Golan Heights.

l(-j"n
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One of Netanyahu's election promises wasetgand settlementsn the occupied
and illegally annexecity, further inflaming tensions between Palestinians and
Israelis

"We will continue to build in Jerusalem, we will add thousands of housing
units, and in the fae of all the [internationalpressure, we will persist and
continueto develop our eternal capital.

In an interview atout this issue, Rima Awwad, a member of the Jerusalemites

Campaign for Palestinian rights in the city, shat b SG I y &l Kdz a O YLI A3y S
platform of dePalestiniarsation of the occupied city and he is now following
GKNRdzZAK 2y KAa LINR YB\RINAGZES ¢2kd8 [AAGYA Atdl £ SAGAY
Awwad said, and noted that a complex web of discriminatory laws regulates every

aspect of Palestinian life in Jerusalem.

The destruction of Palestinian houses and lives in Jerusalem continues tgaeé.
authorities haverecently issued a new raft of demolition orders to Palestinian
families living in the Semiramis neighbourhoooh occupied East Jerusalem.


http://news.yahoo.com/netanyahu-attacks-rivals-jerusalem-last-pitch-voters-110810742.html
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/patrick-strickland/netanyahu-keeps-promise-drive-palestinians-jerusalem
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According toa court ruling the Palestinian owners must pay for the destruction of
GKSANI 26y K2YSa 2y (2 HbuedEndsbdbpdhaw dlsobeery Sa 2 F
demolished in recent days in the Silwan area of the city.

On top of this, last month the Isei Supreme Court affirmed the applicability of the
Absentee Property Law to properties in occupied East Jerusalem belonging to
Palestinians living in the West Bankn its decision, the Court affirmed the
applicability of the law a highly dubious mechanisnvhich since 1950 has allowed
the state to confiscate land belonging to Palestinians prevented by Israel from
returning to their homes to East Jerusalem, approving all past expropriations and
giving the green light focontinuedland theftin the future.

In reaction to this decision, the General Director of Adalah (The Legal Center for Arab
Minority Rights in Israel) Hassan Jabaream that it

"HF & @FIfARFGSR 2yS 2F LANIStQa Y2aid NI OA
primarily to confiscate Palestinian refugee property after their displacement

from their homes. Therés no other place in the world, not in democratic

systems nor in dictatorial regimes, where such a law applies. Despite these

realities and the positions of former Attorney Generals, the Supreme Court

gave the green light for the application of arbitrazgdes on occupied land

and its population, with no regard to their protections under international

law."

5X FyR SUKyAOrtte OtSIyaiay3d GKS Dbl e

The reelection of Nethanyahu has also meant that Israél pushahead with plans
to ethnically clanse BedouirPalestiniangwho are nominally citizensf the state)
from the Nagab (Negev) deserAn IsraelSupreme Court rulingn mid-May has
cleared the way to destroying an entire Bedouin village in the desert, so that it can


http://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=765337
http://www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/special-reports/jerusalem/783-building-demolished-in-jerusalem-s-silwan
http://www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/special-reports/jerusalem/777-3-shops-demolished-in-east-jerusalem-s-silwan
http://www.stopthewall.org/sites/default/files/absentee_property_brief_e_final.pdf
http://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/8530
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be replaced with a Jewistown. The decision marks the end of a-}&ar legal
struggleby the 800 villagers of Umm-Hliran, the village which will be destroyed to
make way for the new town, which is expected to include 2,500 homes designated
for ultra-nationalist Jewishreligious groups closely identified with the illegafaeli
settler movement.

Speaking to theMiddle East Eyevebsite, Fadi Masamra, director of the Regional
Council of the Unrecognised Villagesid thatil KS @At f I 3S5Qa RSadNUzO
viewed as a major assault on Bedouin rights

G¢KAA Aa a OfSFNJI I OF&asS 27¥cabditey A O Of S
courts have given their assent. The government is determined to clear us
FNRBY & YdzOK 2F 2dzNJ fFyR a LI2aaArotsS Iyl

There are nowears that the ruling will reopen the dooto allow the reintroduction

of the racist 'Prawer Planvhich would see the displacement of tens of thousands of
Bedouin people from their ancestral homelands in theaddab and their forcible
resettlement in a number of townships, destroying their culture and way of life.

The Prawer Plan was put on ice by Netanyatwventeermonths ago following mass
LINPGSaGa o0& tFtSadAyAaAly OAGAT Sya 2F LaNt e
population. However, Naftali Bennett's faght Jewish Home party insisted on the

f SAAAE L GA2Yy QA NBOJDADIt IgédverdmenD@afiton, antl &/ 2 F A
Ariel, a leading party member and illegal settler, was appointed as mingiese

remit includes overseeinBedouin affairs.

In a sign of the increasing pressure being exerted on Bedouin communities in Israel,
government offtialsdemanded in a separate court casst week that dozens of

families from another village, &/ N} [j A6 X 06S o0Aftf SR enpnZnnn |
repeatedly demolishing their homes. The villagers have resisted government efforts

to evict them by rebuilding their homes more than 80 times over plast five years.

The above merely serves toethonstrate that the new governmens intent on
intensifying its attacks on Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories and
inside Israelitself. This government believes in the continuation of caddmule over
Palestinians and has no interest inganuine, just and lastingolution. While all
Palestinians have suffered under Israeli rule, none have suffered as much as the
people of Gaza, cut off from the world and subject to ongoing siege and milita
attack. In the following sectiorwe examine las& dzY Y Satibkion Gazain the
words of Israeli soldiersvho took part It is important to understand how Israel
conducts its attacks on Palestinians as there is every indication that this government
isintent on conducting a fresh attadk the not too distant future


http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israeli-court-says-arab-village-must-make-way-jewish-town-1248180243#sthash.AJer2b3U.dpuf
http://mondoweiss.net/2015/05/bedouin-village-demolitions

6. Amilitary that is out of control Israelisoldiers Gaza testimonies
shatter the myth of the%host moral armyQ

This monthalso saw theelease of a new repoifrom Breaking lhe Silence, an Israeli
NGO made up of military veteramegho collecttestimonies from current and former
soldiers and officers about their activities in the occupied Palestie@aitories.

Entitled 'This is How We Fought in Gaza', the report makes shocking, but not
surprising, reading and highlights the impunity with which Israeli occupation forces
can act towards the Palestinian people.

According to testimonies compiled inehreport, Israeli soldiers were essentially
given orders to kill civilians in Gaza.

The rules of engagement were practically non existent, there was vast and wanton
destruction of Palestinian homes, agricultural lands and other property, and all of
this accurred within a culture of complete impunity.

The below extracts from testimonies illustrate this; these are only examples, and we
encourage you to read thiell report for yourself(as well as those linked below).

However, before reading it is important to note that as frightening and criminal as
many of these testimonies are, faworse incidentshave beenreported by
Palestinian witnessesnd victims, and bigumanrightsorganisations

In this regard, it important to remember, as Palestinian acadef@ltada Ageel and
Rela Mazalhave argued (i Whilethe dontent of the [Breaking the Silence]
testimonies is not without value, its seemingly natural claim to special status, both in
and beyond Israel, in fact supports the militarisedtune engendering, allowing and


http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/pdf/ProtectiveEdge.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/pdf/ProtectiveEdge.pdf
http://www.alternet.org/world/gruesome-tales-surface-israeli-massacres-against-families-gaza-neighborhood
http://www.alternet.org/world/gaza-residents-share-monstrous-allegations-abuse-israeli-soldiers
http://www.alternet.org/hannibal-directive-how-israels-secret-military-doctrine-deliberately-killed-soldiers-and-massacred
http://www.alternet.org/world/israel-put-trial-war-crimes
https://gazahealthattack.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/gazareport_eng.pdf
http://www.ipsc.ie/press-releases/inquiry-finds-israel-guilty-of-targetting-un-shelters-and-schools-in-gaza-take-action-to-end-the-arms-trade-with-israel-now
http://www.ipsc.ie/press-releases/5904
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/israeli-war-confessions-part-oppression-2118947343
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condoning policies dfhassive andinprecedented harm to the population and the
civilian infrastructur€.€

The chief value in théreaking he Silencetestimonies is their source Israeli
soldiers- and what they reveal ahd operational procedureorders giverto and
rules of engagement of the Israeli militargnd the thinking of some of those
involved in the attack on Gaza

Yet it must also be borne in mind that only a tiny minority (a mere 0.06%) of the
180,000 Israelmilitary personnel who were part of the attack on Gaza spoke to
Breaking The Silence, so the picture of Israeli violgmesented in the testimonies
far from complete, and indeed it is possible, if not probable, that many of testifiers
either intentiorally or unconsciously setensored or selfustified criminal actions.

Lastly, many of the soldiers' testimonies routinely refer to Palestinian fighters as
"terrorists” - we will leave it to the reader to decide who constitutes the "terrorist”
Palestilan armed groups fighting inside their own territory against an
overwhelmingly powerful invading force that has subjugated their people for
decades, or that selfsame invading force.



6.L¢F NAHSUAY3T OAQGAfAlIYyayY UECKSNKQa y2 ad
uninvolved'

Testimony #2

The rules of engagement are pretty identical: Anything inside [the Gaza Strip]

Ad | GKNBIFizZ GKS IINBIF KF&lyRrR »% #E8IRBAKNCL
4SS a2vYS2yS gl @Ay3a || SKAGS TFi¢tRAE aONBI Y
KSQa I GKNBFG YR GKSNBQa [dziK2NAT FGA2Y

To get authorization to open fire, does he need to be armed, or with
binoculars?

| think he just needs to be there.
When you say open fire, what does that mean?

Shooting to kill. This is combaty 'y dzNbFy I NBIFX gSQNB A
al@Ay3a glay WeKSNBQa y2 &4dzOK GKAYy 3 GKSN

Testimony #8
5AR (KSe& RAaOdzaa NMYz Sa 2F Sy3dlF3aSySyda o
gKIFEiQa FT2NDPARRSYK

During training, in that respect, [theyold us] that we only enter houses

W g Slishdive firejwith grenades, and the more of them the betterand

fl dyOKSNE AT @&2dz Oly dzaS GKSY® | 2dzQNB 3
chances, use your grenade launcher, utilize every effective ®adzp @S 32 ( &
l'AYZ FANB FyR 2yfeé GKSy 32 Ayo , 2dz R2YC
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GKSNB® D2 Ay WgSGiQ gAGK ANBYFIRSaxI gAlK

entering houses.
Did they discuss [dealing with] uninvolved civilians with you?

No one spok about that at all. From their point of view, no one should be

there at all. If there is [any Palestinian] thecel KS& aK2dz Ry Qi o

there was something very frightening, and also a bit paralyzing in the
atmosphere. And | think that the feelingreong [the soldiers] too, was that
we really need to give it to them.

Testimony #11
What was said during the debriefing?

You could say they went over most of the things viewed as accomplishments.
They spoke about numbers: 2,000 dead and 11,000 woundetiahaillion
refugees, decades worth of destruction. Harm to lots of senior Hamas
members and to their homes, to their families. These were stated as
accomplishments so that no one would doubt that what we did during this
period was meaningful... We weresal told that what had emerged was a
picture of the people [of Israel] at their finest hour, the civil unity, the

OylFidrzylie O2yasdSyadao 51a02dzydAy3 | ¥S8¢6

around this thing.

Testimony #16
The rules of engagement for sliérs advancing on the ground were: open
fire, open fire everywhere, first thing when you go in. The assumption being
that the moment we went in [to the Gaza Strip], anyone who dared poke his
head out was a terrorist. And it pretty much stayed that wayotlghout the
operation.

Testimony #17

What were the rules of engagement?

2 K

¢CKSNE 6SNByQi NBFffe Fyeé Nz Sa 2F Sy3l.
idea was, if you spot somethingd K2 21 ® ¢KSe G2fR dzAY a¢KS!
to be any civilians there. If ga a L2 i a42YS2y ST aK22(®d¢
GKNBFG 2N y20 e¢layQid | ljdSadAaz2ys | yR
a2yYS2yS Ay DIFTI AGQa 022t y2 o6A3 RSI
4SO02yRX 0SOFdaAaS GKIFGQa 4l NEQtINaB'@Id(IKIuZ

dza s a52y Qi o6S FFNIAR (G2 akK22iz¢ I yR
uninvolved civilians.



Testimony # 19

L& AG | NBLJIZANBYSYyGd (2 YI1S adaNBE y2 OA¢
attacked by a fighter jet?

LOQa y20 AoKESA JiFINBENSIP {1 1a8 ! | YI 8 Q8 RS Lzl &
AYy {Kdz2l QAgelt s |y FGdFOl 62dd R 0SS I dzyC
too high. By too high, | mean a tweigit number.

Testimony #22

whdzNJ NXzt S& 2F Sy3l3ISYSyid oSNS@ad a! ye K
l y@UKAY3 @&2dz aSS Y2@0Ay3 Ay GKS ySA3IKo62N
be there. The [Palestinian] civilians know they are not supposed to be there.

CKSNEF2NE 6K2SOSN) e2dz 4SS GKSNBI &2dz 1A

Who gave that order?

¢CKS O2YYlI YRSNISGE! Wl KKSI yESRA@KO2NK22Ra @&
within a reasonable distance, say between zero and 200 metegdead on
GKS aLRidd b2 | dziK2NAT I GA2y ySSRSRob¢ 2
Ay GKS aGNBSiz R2 L akK22( YKKAEYKE. S daal
KS AayQi adzill2aSR (2 0S GKSNB®b

S
SA R

Did the commander discuss what happens if you run into civilians or
uninvolved people?

There are none. The working assumption statesnd | want to stress that
this is a quote of sorts: that anyone located in ©DF area, in areas the IDF
took overc is not [considered] a civilian. That is the working assumption. We
entered Gaza with that in mind, and with an insane amount of firepower. |
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R2y Qi 1y2¢6 AF AlG @l & LINRPLRNIAZ2YLFGS 2NJ
commander or a general. But it reached a point where a single ¢aakd
remember, there were 11 of those just where | wafires between 20 and
30 shells per day.

Testimony #28
What were the instructions regarding [Palestinians] who return?
Theinstruck 2y a4 G6SNB (G2 2Ly FTANB® ¢KSe& al ARZ
GKS FNBI Ay ¢ KAXHe fstrécgods age iof shoot aighidasvay.
Whoever you spot; be they armed or unarmed, no matter what Any
person you run into, that you see withyoureyed K22 0 G2 (Aff & LG Q2
instruction.
No incrimination process is necessary?
Zero. Nothing.

Testimony #29
All the tanks were standing in a row, and | personally asked my commander:
G2 KSNBE IINB ¢6S FTANAY3I FGKE 1St Hd R YSY «a
the commander called itonthetwg @ NI} RA 23X YDHARRA IDQY DPE
Nobody had opened fire at usnot before, not after, not during.

NMEDICRL Sevees "!'!»' L

]
\1 ¢ 7~<
h B ‘ b @f

considered a'stispicious person‘
nitarian ssue, ot the Issue u.m gcmhans Was
MH? \ ~

Testimony #32

Anyone in the zone, anyone you spot within visual range, is considered a
suspicious peson. During all previous operations in which | took part, the
humanitarian issue, or the issue of harming civilians, was never a factor.
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Testimony #35

They were two young women walking in the orchard. The commander asked

G2 O2YFTANXNI 42 KWhétheRmey weg drcrimifaied d@r nok. i R

gl a RdANAY3I RIFEIBGAYSTI | NRdzyR mmYnn !azx 21
well so the commander sent a drone up to look from above, and the drone

implicated them. It saw them with phones, talking, walking. Theyctiefire

there, on those girls, and they were killed. After they were implicated, | had a

feeling it was bullshit.

On what was the incrimination based?

{O2dziad Ga¢KS wtlfSadAyAlry 3IANI ae OFy ad
see the smoke rising M Fff (GKS Sy3aAySSNAy3a 2N
commander told the tank commander to go scan that place, and three tanks

went to check [the bodies]. They check the bodies, and it was two women,

over age 30. The bodies of two women, and they were unarmed. He ca

back and we moved on, and they were listed as terrorists. They were fired at

¢ so of coursethey must have been terrorists.

Testimony #38

After three weeks in the tank, we went up to the post and saw this route and

- a2N0 2F 02 YLIR2W2QNS2 i Fday yBINEY IdSiRa &S
Yy £SGQa 4SS AF @&2dz YI yl 3Scatdagic KAG | Y
FYR GNASR (2 FANB | akKStfsx o6dzi RARY QG Y
FYR L GNASR 6AGK I y2{KS$Hecommahdef sai@ NJ (62 X
GhYs Sy2dzZaKI @2dzQNB dzaAy3a dzZ) | ff Ye ak
KSI @& YIOKAYS 3Jdzyd® 2S RARYQG YIyl3asS G2
either, until suddenly | saw a cyclist, just happily pedaling along. | said OK,
thatI3dz2 L QY GF1Ay3 R2eyd L Okithtakt G§ SR (KS
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ahead of him and then suddenly he starts pedaling like crazy, because he was
0SAy3 akKz2id FdzX YR (GKS ¢gK2fS {(lFy]l ONBS
KS Aaodé

Testimony #40

Were the rules of engagement explained to you before entering [the Gaza
Strip]?

There were no rules of engagement. If you see anyone in that area, that
person is a terrorist. In this context, it was simple. They told us they have
intelligence that there are praically no civilians remaining in the area, and
so if someone comes towards us, that person is a terrorist.

Testimony #55
Was anything in particular stressed regarding rules of engagement?

Yes, they explained what you do if you see a civilian. [They egplahat]

OKFiQa GKS gl & A0 A& Ay O2Yo0ldG® LO o1 a
XAaLT @2dz aSHKARIVGBL2YISY (1KS SyYyR @&2dz dza$s
wSIffeé GKS®& RAR agaX®2 2diL KA&abdz 4SS a42YS2y!

“Our commander asked for revenge so | drew the tank towards
a huge white residential building, and fired a shell. | must have
illed civilians who were absolutely innocent.”

e
o R T )

Testimony from Israeli solider iheMonde newspaper

| remember that one day, a soldier from our unit was killed and our
commander asked ufor revenge so | drew the tank randomly towards a
huge white residential building, just four kilometres away from us and fired a
shell at the 11th floor. | must have killed civilians who were absolutely
innocent.



https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/18451-israeli-soldier-we-bombed-civilian-targets-in-gaza-for-entertainment

6.2. Wanton destruction: 'We bombed citian targets for
entertainment'

Testimony #9

We knew that we were entering a house and that we could be good kids, on
our best behavior, but even then a D9 (armored bulldozer) would show up
and flatten the house. We figured out pretty quick that every ®we leave,

a D9 shows up and razes it. The neighborhood we were in, what
characterized it operationally was that it commanded a view of the entire
area of the [IsraeGaza barrier] and also of some of the [Israeli] border
towns. In the southern and somef the eastern parts of Juhar-Blik, we
understood pretty quickly that the houses would not be left standing ... At a
certain point we understood it was a pattern: you leave a house and the
house is gone; after two or three houses you figure out that tN&S Q& |
pattern. The D9 comes and flattens it.

You saw this happen?

. 2dz aSS Al LGQa Ofz2alSeod 2SS aidlFNISR Ay
and worked our way south. Every time we left a hogseo more house.
When we got out of there, there were onlyfew houses left standing.

What did the neighborhood look like when you left?

A hill of ruins, pretty muclg lots of broken up concrete. and sadly also large
swaths of agricultural lands dug up by tanks ... [It wasn't] really a
neighborhood anymore. And veim updated maps were issued after we left
[Gaza], we saw the only two houses that remained standing when we left,
marked on them.



24
Testimony #10

In most places [Israeli] soldiers also shot the water tanks (usually located on
rooftops).

Why?

52yQi |YyR6D28 K8Y (KS K2dasa GKFGQa K2g 7

Testimony #12

By the time we got out of there, it was all like a sandbox. Every house we left
X a D9 [armored military bulldozer] came over and flattened it ... The D9 was
an important working tool. It was working ady nonstop.

Testimony #15
After you left, were there still any houses left standing?

Nearly none. Once when we went to a house ... there were paths which were
more brokenup wherever the tanks had passed througih was just sand, it

gl ayQi H N WitizipiardsNany longer. Uprooted olive trees
everywhere. The houses themselves were brokeno house was supposed

to be left standing. A 50fnheter radius where not a single house is left

standing.

Testimony #18

When we left after the operation,tiwas just a barren stretch of desert.
Incredible. Of all the houses that were there, | think | saw maybe four or five
still intact, or relatively intact. It was crazy. We spoke about it a lot amongst



