From: Paula Abrams-Hourani [mailto:pxxxxx@gmail.com] 
Sent: 02 May 2010 23:46
To: mail@crh.com
Cc: divestment@ipsc.ie

Subject: Divestment from Mashav Initiating and Development Ltd., Israel
To the Management of CRH plc:

 

We are two peace groups, located in Austria but connected to initiatives in Europe and abroad.  

 

As members of civil society, we are extremely concerned by the contravention of international law, the land and water theft  for Jewish settlements in the Occupied West Bank, constant ethnic cleansing and massive human rights violations being carried out  with impunity by the state of Israel and its army and settlers.   These violations are becoming more and more obvious to the world community, especially since the brutal bombing of Gaza by Israel in December 2008 and January 2009.

Perhaps one of the most shocking actions of recent years has been the construction by Israel of the Wall, ostensibly to bring security to Israel but in reality to confiscate more of the fertile land of the West Bank and make ghettos of Palestinian communities.

 

As a result of these actions, the movement for boycott and divestment  has grown immensely in recent months.   Many accuse Israel of being an apartheid state.  In reality, it is much worse.  It is for this reason that we are writing to you.

 

We know that CRH is investing in the Israeli group Mashav Initiating and Development Ltd.  By doing so CRH is supporting the expansion of illegal settlements, colonization and  apartheid in the West Bank.  This inhuman situation will certainly not last forever.

 

We strongly urge CRH to divest from Mashav now and, in doing so, to support the Palestinian struggle for basic human rights, justice and freedom,  which should be the right of every people.  Please do the right thing now!

 

Paula Abrams-Hourani

for Women in Black (Vienna) and

Jewish Voice for a Just Peace in the Near East (EJJP-Austria)

