Name of TD/Senator







your name/address

address

date

Re : CRH plc complicity in human rights abuses in Palestine

Dear Deputy/Senator (delete as appropriate),

I am writing to express my concern that the Irish company CRH plc may be complicit in abusing the human rights of the Palestinian people and to ask that the Irish government take the appropriate steps to bring such complicity to an end. 

It is my belief that CRH plc, may be complicit in the worst elements of Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and the abuse of Palestinian human rights, through its ownership of the Israeli company Mashav Initiative and Development Ltd. CRH own 25% of Mashav who in turn own Nesher Cement Enterprises, Israel’s sole cement producer, and that they supply approximately 75-90% of all cement sold in Israel. There can be no doubt that Nesher cement is being used in the construction of all of the following illegal structures:

· the illegal West Bank apartheid wall (in the prefabricated 8m high concrete panels and foundations for the fences, also surrounding Gaza) 

· the illegal settlements in the occupied territories of Palestine 

· the Jerusalem Light Rail (linking annexed east Jerusalem to some of these illegal settlements) 

· the apartheid settler-only roads, bridges and tunnels in the occupied territories of Palestine

The disastrous effect this illegal activity is having on the Palestinian people and their way of life is unimaginable to us in Ireland. On top of that the environmental damage resulting from the construction of settlements on the West Bank hill tops and the destruction of farms, olive groves, villages to make way for the separation wall and infrastructure is devastating to a once beautiful land. CRH must be well aware of this frenzy of illegal construction activity in the occupied territories of Palestine, their close proximity to it, and the financial benefit the company is deriving from it. 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled in 2004 that the apartheid wall was illegal as they considered it to be an attempt by Israel to annex Palestinian territory contrary to International Law and that it interfered with the right of Palestinians to self determination.  In the same year CRH made a statement to Amnesty International accepting that “in all probability” Nesher cement is being used in the construction of the wall. 

In Ireland we have a long and respected tradition of supporting the human rights of oppressed people and it is unacceptable for an Irish company to be involved in activity contrary to International and Human rights Law. The Irish government must now take the appropriate steps to bring such complicity to an end.

Please raise this matter with the Minister for Trade, Enterprise and Employment and request that the matter be investigated by the OECD National Contact Point.  As Ireland is a member of the OECD it has certain responsibilities which it is required to adhere to as set out in the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. These describe voluntary standards for responsible corporate conduct which include human rights and the environment. 

Please keep me informed of any response you receive or any investigations carried out. Thank you.

Yours sincerely, 

